
8   The Winkler Morden Voice  Thursday,  May 4, 2017

Morden Collegiate cuts ribbon on piping trades program
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Western School Division cut the 
ribbon—or, more fi ttingly, the pipe—
on its new piping trades program last 
week.

Located in the city’s incubator mall 
on Cochlan Dr., the program is cur-
rently teaching a dozen students ev-
erything they need to fi nd work in 
the fi eld after high school.

“For all of you, this program pro-
vides you with the opportunity to 
learn many skills that are transfer-
able,” said Red River Technical Vo-
cational Area director Brenda Gies-
brecht in addressing the students 
gathered for the grand opening cer-
emony.

“Not only do you learn about tasks 
that are performed in the piping 
trade, but you have the opportunity 
to explore what you enjoy doing, 
which could lead you into a variety 
of careers,” she said. 

“When we see students like your-
selves proud of your accomplish-
ments while soldering pipes, install-
ing sinks, fi xing leaky faucets, we see 
an education system that provides 
engagement and relevance,” Gies-
brecht continued. “We see students 
putting ownership into their learn-
ing while experiencing a trade.”

Among the dignitaries  on hand for 
the celebration was Education Min-
ister Ian Wishart, who stressed the 
growing importance of vocational 
training programs such as this.

“Students today have more career 
options and choices than ever be-
fore,” he said. “Providing the oppor-
tunity to them to gain knowledge 
and experience in skilled trades be-
fore graduating from high school can 
help make the choice a lot easier.
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Instead of the traditional ribbon, students of the piping trades program in Morden cut a pipe to offi cially 
open their new facility in the city’s industrial park.

“They can benefi t from learning 
about the world of work and about the 
expectations of employers,” Wishart 
added, noting that employers benefi t 
from these programs as well by get-
ting access to skilled local workers.

That point was echoed by WSD 
board chair and local manufacturer 
Brian Fransen in his remarks.

“One of the things that really excites 
me in manufacturing is I get to see 
the end product of people that come 
out of programs like this coming into 
my shop and working for me,” he said.  
“Students come out with skills that 
they need to supply us as employers, 
the manufacturers, with the skills that 
we need.”

The program’s students learn the 
ins and outs of building, repairing, 
and maintaining piping systems, fi x-
tures, and appliances in all types of 
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Travis Griffi th, shown here with father Carl, travels several hours 
every day to take part in the new piping trades program in Morden.

buildings. Those that maintain a high 
enough grade point average fi nish 
the program eligible for their Level 
1 Apprenticeship in the plumbing 
trade.

It’s a head start students like Travis 
Griffi th are eager to take advantage 
of.

The Gr. 11 student from Emerson 
spends the better part of two hours 
on multiple school buses each morn-
ing to get from his home school in 
Dominion City to Morden.

It’s time Griffi th says is well spent.
“I knew there was a lot of money in 

being a plumber,” he said in refl ecting 
on what drew him to the program. 

While his future success is a big fac-
tor in his decision to tackle the pro-
gram, he’s also come to enjoy the 
hands-on nature of the courses.

“I like the shop, like the teachers. It’s 

pretty fun,” he said.
Morden Collegiate principal Mari-

anne Fenn pointed out that adding 
new vocational programs like this 
one serves to give kids more oppor-
tunities to fi nd their path in life.

“Students fi nd a place for them-
selves at our school, regardless of 
where that is. It might be academics, 
it might be in athletics, it might be in 
the arts, and it might be in vocational 
training,” she said. 

“Some of the students I’ve seen be 
successful at an extraordinary level 
here in this piping program  are stu-
dents who maybe would have strug-
gled a little bit in school and who 
now look at me happily every time I 
walk in here and say what a great day 
they’re having and how much they 
enjoy being in these classes.”

There will be some sweet goodies 
up for grabs at the Salem Home La-
dies Auxiliary’s spring tea and bake 
sale next week.

The auxiliary members are whip-
ping up a bevy of homemade baking 
for the event, which runs from 1:15-
3:30 p.m. on Friday, May 12 at the 15th 
St. personal care home in Winkler.

Stop by to pick up some treats to 
take home or stick around to enjoy 
tea with your purchase, says auxiliary 
president Hilda Friesen.

New to the event this year is a silent 
auction table.

“We have had very generous gifts 
given to us,” Friesen says, explaining 

there will be several large gift baskets 
full of prizes. Raffl e tickets are $5 for 
an arm’s length.

All the funds raised will go toward 
the purchase of a wheelchair accessi-
ble lawn swing for residents to enjoy.

The auxiliary has already set aside 
about $4,000 for the project, but they 
need to raise another $4,000 to pur-
chase the unit.

This and other equipment purchas-
es are why the auxiliary exists, Fri-
esen says.

“We try to do what small projects 
we can to enhance the lives of the 
residents,” she says.

Salem bake sale May 12


